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Broken Superficiality

Full Score in C

Duration:
Approximately 10 minutes

Instrumentation:

Live Instruments:

2 Soprano Saxophones

Trombone

Glockenspiel

Snare Drum

Electric Guitar

Keyboard - Set to an Electric Piano Sound

Fixed Electronics:

MIDI Triangle
MIDI Electric Piano

Programme Note:

Broken Supetficiality takes influence/inspiration from the 50-year continuation and negative effects of Neo-Liberalism that was first trialled in Chile in
1973, and then widely adopted by the UK and US under Margaret Thatcher and Ronald Reagan (and the subsequent leaders), with a lot of other
countries following suit. Moving increasingly towards a privatised, individualistic, and ultra-consumerist world with a lack of state-funded/public
protected services/amenities, I find that gradually as a society we are losing ourselves, becoming broken and detached from community and instead
are pursuing more supetficial endeavours and objectives. Taking this into account, I have opted to use effects and timbres that were widely used in the
1970s and 80s as the core of the piece, pairing it with live instruments that sound ‘glitzy’ and techniques to that deviate/distort the instruments’ pitch
and timbre.



Performance Notes:

Soprano Saxophones:

Trombone;

Electric Guitar:

Jr

Py —————
Electric Piano:
General;

» b An arrow featuring a flat, arrow and then a natural symbol means to pitch bend up from being slightly flat of the pitch to
the full natural. Typically, at the start of this, you should play from around a quarter tone down.

To perform this piece, the trombonist will need to be equipped with a Harmon mute,

When this symbol is indicated, start with the Harmon mute closed at the + and then open at the o. The arrow directs
the transition between the two sounds.

The guitarist will need to have the following pedals: A flat EQ or transparent overdrive (like a BOSS BD-2, OD-3 or a
Fulltone OCD), a classic sounding Chorus Pedal (like a BOSS CE-1 / CE-2), a Volume Pedal, a Flanger Pedal, a
Compressor, and an Octave Pedal that has the capabilities to change the sounding pitch up and down one octave. The
guitar used to perform the piece should be equipped with a tremolo arm, and if the performance space is dry in
acoustics, some reverb on the amp may be added.

" When passages like this are indicated (for instance from bar 71), strike the note as loudly as possible with the volume

positioned upwards (where the dynamic level is off/at its lowest) and then move it downwards to correspond with the
crescendo symbol to where it says, ‘fully down’. Once the peak has been reached tail off the sound to prepare for the
next swell. In other passages, the swells indicate having the volume pedal positioned % down, in which case have the
pedal position halfway between on and off. If the desired sound isn't loud enough, then compression from the pedal
and reverb from the amp may need to be added to make this more effective.

When this line is indicated, the pianist will need to use their left hand to control the pitch wheel whilst simultaneously
playing with their right hand. Before start of each pitch bend, there is text that says either ‘Flat’ or ‘Sharp’, which
instructs to move the wheel either left/down (flat) or right/up (sharp). The top/’spike’ of the line indicates the peak of
this before gradually moving the wheel back to its starting position at the end of the line.

The dashed crescendo and decrescendo markings that are at the top of the staves indicate when to increase or decrease
the rate of a tremolo, in most cases in the piece, these correspond with the dynamic markings.
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